[image: image1.png]EAC"_ A
Education, Audiovisual & Culture
Executive Agency



[image: image2.png]Education

and

Training
S




[image: image3.png]Z

Education and Culture DG
Lifelong Learning Programme




This project has been carried out with the support of the European Community and the Life Long Learning Programme. The content of this project does not necessarily reflect the position of the European Community, nor does it involve any responsibility on the part of the European Community.

[image: image1.png]

Activity Number: Culture_AT_EU-LE-NET_2
Title: Find Characters that are common in different fairy tales
Designed by: EU-LE-NET

Area(s): (i) Cultural Contexts/ (ii) Encounters with Difference/ (iii) Language

Objectives:

i, 5. 
Engage in self-reflection regarding their cultural identities and discover how they are different or similar to each other.

i, 6. 
Ponder on similarities and differences between European cultures and begin to form a European citizenship which recognises the similarities within cultures and celebrates the differences.

Appropriate EUMOF stories:  The Frog Fiancée (At), The Lion, the Stork and the Ant (At), My poor son Vassilis (Cy), Mavris (Cy), The Picky Princes (Cy), The Prince of Venice (Cy). Arapis (Gr), John and the Axe (Gr), The Little Goldenmoon (Gr), Leiligoustra (Gr), The Three Brothers (Gr), The Tower of Babylon (Pt), The Enchanted Moor (Pt), Peter and Pete (Pt).
Materials needed:

Just the fairy tales and a notebook to write down your observations.
Age level(s): 8 -10
Step-by-step description of activity:

1. Find characters that are common in different fairy tales as f.e. dragons, princesses and princes; kings and queens; ordinary people, black people, stupid people etc...
2. Compare them. Write in one column the similarities between them and in another column differences.
3. Write down the different elements of the folk tales and find what is common and what differs.

3. Compare the plots; find the similarities and differences here to. Can you conclude from that the plots and the characters of many folk tales are known (with some variations) in many countries and that their plots like their protagonists travelled among different people and countries?

Notes to the teacher:

Explain the children about the travelling plots and the common sources of the folk tales; if there are in your language a famous collection of folk tales, show it to children and explain how they were collected.

Suggestions for follow-up activities:
The children may continue reading further folk tales and trying to find common plots, common characters and common elements.

[image: image2.png][image: image3.png]